


Organisers 

Centre for Science, Development and Media Studies 

(CSDMS) is a leading Asian non-governmental institution engaged in 

advocacy, research and community building in ICT for Development  

through capacity building and media initiatives. www.csdms.in

GIS Development strives to promote and propagate the usage of 

geospatial technologies in various areas of development for the 

community at large. It remains dedicated to foster the growing 

network of those interested in geo-informatics worldwide and Asia in 

particular. www.GISdevelopment.net

Department of Information Technology 

(DIT) under the Ministry of Communications and 

Information Technology, Government of India is 

the Central department responsible for all 

administrative functions relating to formulation, 

execution and implementation of IT policies in India. 

www.mit.gov.in 

United Nations Development Program (UNDP) is the United 

Nation's global development network, an organization advocating for 

change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and 

resources to help people build a better life. They are presently working 

in 166 countries, working with them on their own solutions to global 

and national development challenges. www.undp.org.in.
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Foreword

R Chandrashekhar

Additional Secretary

Ministry of Communications and Information Technology

Government of India

Chair - Programme Advisory Board

t gives me immense pleasure to learn about the upcoming international conference 

and exhibition on e-Government titled - egov India 2006 to be held between 23-25 IAugust 2006 at Hotel Taj Palace, New Delhi. This conference is planned to promote 

multi-stakeholder partnership development, professional networking and knowledge 

sharing in the ICTD domain. The event aims to bring different stakeholders on one platform 

through keynotes, papers, special workshops and exhibition and also to provide an 

excellent opportunity for participants to interface with private sector players, practitioners, 

government executives, decision makers, academicians and experts.

Adoption of e-Governance in earnest perse would do a whole lot of good in bringing about 

transparency and accountability in the overall governmental functioning thereby making 

the lives of common citizens easier. egov India 2006, through deliberations at the 

conference and exchange of information among the participants will provide an excellent 

opportunity to come face to face with some of the stalwarts of e-Government, globally.

Keeping in mind the theme of the conference 'e-Governance in India: Vision 2010' I look 

forward to a very interactive and interesting conference and exhibition that would bring 

out interesting thoughts on the recently conceived National e-Governance Plan of 

Government of India. I am happy to extend my support and wish all the success to 

the event. 



Subash Khuntia

Joint Secretary (SE)

Ministry of Human Resource Development

Department of Secondary and Higher Education

Government of India

Co-chair - Programme Advisory Board

ducation is a valuable investment in human capital in its own right, but ICTs have 

made it even more valuable and exciting, complete with the challenges and Eopportunities that accompany the opening of any new frontier. ICTs are 

development tools that can significantly enhance the outreach of education to the 

underprivileged and can help build a culture of life-long learning.  It is in this context that 

the international conference and exhibition on ICT and Education “Digital Learning India 

2006” being held from 23-25 August 2006 in New Delhi, India, assumes significance.

The world is undergoing a knowledge explosion and India is on its path to become a key 

player in knowledge creation.  It is crucial for the country to strengthen its education 

infrastructure and delivery mechanisms to build on the human resource that can be active 

participants in the knowledge society.  Education also directly contributes to enhancement 

of standard of living and to poverty reduction.  In India, we need to explore how ICT's can 

not only improve access, delivery and quality in education, but also improve the overall 

quality of life.  Integrating technologies in education involves comprehensive and coherent 

frameworks, policies and processes, which can determine why and how technology should 

be utilized in education.  Efforts are required to address issues relating to infrastructure in 

education, availability of content for teaching and learning , and training of teachers.  

Digital Learning India 2006, with the theme “ICT in education in India: Vision 2010”, can 

provide the much required platform for knowledge sharing and can be an excellent 

opportunity  for all stakeholders in education including policy-makers, implementers, and 

the civil society to discuss the vision for education in future.

The interactive sessions and discussions in the conference and exhibitions can bring out 

the key concerns and strategies for improving the status of education in India and 

preparing today's youth for the knowledge society.  I wish the event  all success.  

Foreword



• State Data Centres for all States by 2007

• Call Centres for all States by 2007

• Software tools in 17 local languages by 2007

• Educational software for Class I to XII

• Anywhere and any time Banking services will be done through 

post office savings banks as they will be fully computerised and 

brought online.

Three key areas, which clearly emerge from this action plan of 

Government of India are e-Governance, e-Learning and Rural 

Telecentres, where infrastructure and connectivity form the 

backbone. There are strong inter-linkages between these 3 segments 

of ICT for development and merely looking at one area in isolation 

would be insignificant and won't serve the entire purpose of 

bringing holistic development. Though these goals are a step in 

the right direction, synergising these various activities is going 

to be challenging and a mammoth task. Therefore there is a dire 

need to bring harmony between the issues and practices of 

e-Government, e-Learning and rural telecentres in order to achieve the 

goals in earnest.

With the theme “Vision 2010”, this conference would 

focus on the milestones to be achieved, strategies and steps to 

be adopted to leap forward to a much more developed and 

prosperous nation.

Vision 2010
egov India 

Indian Telecentre Forum 

Digital Learning India 

hri Dayanidhi Maran, Minister of Communications & 

Information Technology, Government of India unveiled the 

components of National e-Governance Plan (NeGP) covering S
26 Mission Mode Projects (MMPs) and 8 support components to be 

implemented at the Central, State and Local Government Levels. Rs 

23,000 crores (approx 4 billion dollars) will be spend on NeGP over the 

next five years. 

rdHe has also recently outlined the priority areas for his Ministry in the 3  

year of the present UPA Government. These priority areas comprises of 

e-Governance, Rural Telephony, IT in schools and Public Sector 

Reforms. Some major milestones, the Ministry intend to achieve are:

• 250 million Telephone connections by the year 2007 and 500 

million by 2010

• Mobile coverage will be extended to cover 85% of the 

geographical area of the country by the year 2007.

• All 41,000 uncovered villages as on today would get Village 

Public Telephone by March 2007

• Broadband connectivity to the Secondary and Higher Secondary 

schools and public health care centers in the country by 2007

• All Gram Panchayats will get broadband connectivity by the 

year 2010

• State Wide Area Networks in all states by 2007

• 100,000 Community Service Centres spread over all the 6000 

block in the country by end 2007



India to spend 23,000 crores ($4 billion) on 
e-Government in next 5 years!

Key topics 

• Reviewing National e-Governance Plan (NeGP):  where are we?

• Right to Information in India

• Secure e-Government  laws, regulations and security policies

• Rural Connectivity-telecommunication, kiosks and rural 

networks

• Mission Mode Projects (MMPs)

• Case Studies from different States and departments

• Innovations and Technologies

• e-Services - Policies and Strategies

s the Indian economy is booming and is being predicted to 

be going stronger in future, it has become absolutely 

essential for our government to be effective, transparent A
and accountable in order to increase India's overall competitiveness 

internationally. Good governance is imperative for a developing 

country to be progressive and e-Government support good 

governance. Though India is trying to catch-up with the developed 

nations, there are issues like corruption, lack of infrastructure, which 

are hampering its growth. e-Government could play a very important 

role to battle all these problems and thus lead to enhanced country's 

global competitiveness.

ICT in public sector can not only improve productivity potential but 

also address some of the root causes for corruption. To ensure that 

diverse ICT capabilities are effectively harnessed, there is a need to 

establish coherent strategies at the national and regional levels.

'egov India 2006' aims to focus mainly on how IT in public sector could 

be an instrument to increase India's competitiveness for fostering a 

leadership economy. It will address other important e-Governance 

issues reflecting present situation and future aspirations. It would also 

provide a platform to hear case studies and debate on the realities and 

strategies of e-Governance in India.

About egov India 2006

Renu Budhiraja

Director, e-Governance Division

MoCIT, Government of India

Focal point for NeGP session Focal point for Capacity 

Building Session

S R Das

Sr. Director, MoCIT

Government of India



100,000 common service 
centres by 2007!

ndia is going through one of the most exciting phase of 

economic development since independence. With consistent Igrowth in domestic business, foreign investment, government 

expenditure and employment, India is poised to emerge as the leading 

market of Asia and one of the fastest developing economies of the 

world. The credit for such an overwhelming performance can largely 

be contributed to the precision and pace with which our business, 

people and government have been able to realise the tremendous 

potential of the knowledge and information economy. Unfortunately, 

inadequate IT infrastructure in rural areas, lack of wide-scale 

connectivity beyond urban centres and insufficient technology access 

screened out the majority of 70% rural population of India to reap real 

benefit of the hallowed 'I' and 'T'. Although, instances of isolated IT 

initiatives of developmental agencies and civil society organisations 

can be found at different corners of the country, there was a clear 

absence of any concerted effort in form of a national programme. 

Mission 2007: Every Village a Knowledge Centre, has been initiated to 

take the benefits of ICT-led development to every village by creating 

village knowledge centres.

Indian government has got proactive and the much-awaited 

Common Service Centre (CSC) program is on the verge of getting 

rolled-out; setting for itself a target to put up hundred thousand rural 

telecentres by end of next year, which promise to give rural India a test-

ride on the information highway.

Indian Telecentre Forum 2006 aims to discuss, deliberate and 

brainstorm on multi variate issues concerning policy, technology, best 

practices and business models relating to implementation and 

sustainability of rural ICT centres and their returns in terms of socio-

economic development. The event is expected to follow a consultative 

mode, with due consideration for making it highly participatory and 

interactive in nature, bringing together the best of minds, thought 

leaders, practitioners and stakeholders from government, business 

and civil society.

• South Asian Telecentre Movement:  Catalytic Factors

• How can state take advantage for fulfilling various development 

objectives?

• Emerging Markets - the opportunity for technology, content and 

support providers

• Tech support, services gaps and localisation needs

• Mapping TC services - banking, insurance, agri, health 

information

• Lessons from global networks 

• Capacity building for telecentre operation

Key topics 

Focal points for the session on Common Service Centres (CSCs) 

Ashis Sanyal

Director, MoCIT

Government of India

Syedain Abbasi

Director, MoCIT

Government of India

Key partner



ealising the critical importance of education in 

development, in the last few years, India, like most Rdeveloping countries has increased its investment in 

education and have taken several positive steps towards exploring the 

potential of technologies at all levels of education. These investments 

and initiatives have come from the government, private sector as well 

as civil society organizations. However, there are still processes that 

needs to be put in place, synergies to build and collaborations to be 

developed, to make the best use of technologies in education.

Consequently, knowledge sharing is essential to learn from best 

practices and finding commons solutions to common problems. There 

are lessons to learn from countries that are at an advanced stage of ICT 

integration as well as experiences to share with countries that are 

initiating such programmes.

The Conference

Key topics 

In August 2006, join the ICT in education decision-makers from 

government, Industry leaders, practitioners and academicians to 

share experience, showcase your project/ product and deliberate on 

strategies for transforming education in India at the Digital Learning 

India 2006 conference.

• Technologies in education: from instructing to learning

• ICT and education: building human resource for the knowledge 

society

• National ICT in education policy -  where are we?

• Partnerships for enhancing outreach and quality

• Technology for school education practices and innovations

• e-learning solutions for classrooms

• Technology in education: understanding the key issues

• e-learning design and delivery: where do we focus?

• Building leadership in teachers: Teachers capacity building

• Content and Curriculum: focusing on learning

Broadband connectivity to the Secondary and
Higher Secondary Schools in the country by 2007!



M P Narayanan

President

CSDMS

R Chandrashekhar

Chair of the Board

Additional Secretary

Ministry of Communications & 

Information Technology

Government of India

Subash Khuntia

Joint Secretary

Ministry of Human Resource  and

Development

Government of India

Co-chair of the Board

Government Representatives

Programme Advisory Board

N S Kalsi

Secretary IT

Government of Punjab

Aruna Sunderrajan

CEO, Common Service Centre

Initiatives, Government of India

N Vijayaditya

Director General

National Informatics Centre

Government of India

Aman Singh

CEO, CHiPS

Chhattisgarh

P H Kurian

Secretary IT

Government of Kerala

Ashis Sanyal

Director, MoCIT

Government of India

G. D. Gautama

Principal Secretary IT,

Government of West Bengal

Prakash Kumar 

Joint Secretary 

Department of Earth Sciences

Government of India

R. S. Sharma

Secretary IT

Government of Jharkhand

Renu Budhiraja

Director, e-Governance Division

MoCIT, Government of India

Syedain Abbasi

Director, MoCIT

Government of India

Sanjeev Gupta

Secretary IT

Government of Himachal Pradesh

S R Das

Sr. Director, MoCIT

Government of India

Otem Dai

Commissioner (IT and S&T)

Government of 

Arunachal Pradesh

Industry Representatives

Jaijit Bhattacharya

Country Director, Govt. Strategy

Sun Microsystems Pvt. Ltd.

Manas Chakrabarty

Head

Hole-in-the-Wall Education

Limited (HiWEL)

Manash Chakraborty

CEO

Learnet India Limited

Puneet Gupta

Country Manager- Public Sector

IBM India Ltd.

P Ravindranath

Director- Govt. & Public Affairs

HP India Sales Pvt. Ltd.

Rohit Kumar

Country Head, Public Sector

Microsoft

International Agencies

Ashish Garg

Country Coordinator

GeSCI India

Basheerhamad Shadrach

IDRC

Veena Joshi

Swiss Agency for Development

and Cooperation

Academia

R. Ramki

Director, Global Operations 

& Solutions

SAP India Pvt. Ltd.

Zohra Chatterji 

Principal Secretary 

IT & Electronics 

Govt. of Uttar Pradesh

Rajesh Janey

Vice President

EMC Data Storage

System, India

Shantanu Prakash

Managing Director

Educomp Solutions Ltd.

Vijay Kumar

Vice President

NIIT India Ltd.

Vivek Aggarwal

CEO

Liqvid e-Learning Services 

Pvt. Ltd.

Prof. M P Gupta

Department of Management

Studies, IIT Delhi

Vishal Gupta

Director

Total Learning Sources



Recent Sponsors and Exhibitors

Intel Microsoft

IBM Sida

SAP CDAC

HP Ernst & Young

Wipro Gilat

Telelogic Educomp

Wyse Comat

UNDP Sybase

Nortel NIIT

Newgen Norhtec

Riverbed TOT,  Thailand

Brainstream Learnet

NECTEC CAT Telecom

Exhibition 
The Indian joint conference will host an exhibition of latest e-solutions, 

services, initiatives and case studies from across Asia and 

beyond. Professional service providers, IT vendors, consulting firms, 

government agencies and national/international development 

organisations involved in the ICT in Education domain are 

participating in the exhibition.

Exhibition Fee (per square meter)

Shell Scheme INR 9800

Facilities

! Exhibition spaces taken under shell scheme are provided with 

built-up exhibition booth, table, chairs, spotlights, power points 

and carpeted floor. 

Terms of Payment

1. 50% upon reservation of stand space 

2. 50% before 15th July 2006.

Payment is due within 15 days of the date of the relevant 

invoice. Payment is to be paid in favour of CSDMS, through 

bankers cheque. 

For details please contact

Rakesh Tripathi

Vice President - Marketing, CSDMS

Noida, India - 201301

Tele: +91-120- 2502181 to 87 

Fax : +91-120- 2500060

Mobile: +91 9810331208

Email: rakesh@csdms.in

Exhibition Floor Plan



General Information

Conference Date and Venue

23-25 August 2006

Taj Palace Hotel, Sardar Patel Marg 

Diplomatic Enclave, New Delhi, India  

Call for Papers

Individuals working in central/state government departments, 

national/international government agencies, bi-lateral/multi-lateral 

organisations, research and academic institutes, development 

organisations and NGOs and IT/Telecom companies involved with e-

Government and/or public sector ICT projects, technology 

development, policy research, implementation etc. are encouraged to 

submit abstracts of original papers for presentation in the conference.

Submit Paper Online

egov India  

Indian Telecentre Forum

Digital Learning  India

Important Dates

Last date for receipt of abstracts: 15th July 2006

Acceptance Notification: 20th July 2006

Last date for full papers: 4th August 2006

Final confirmation: 10th August 2006

Paper submitted before the deadlines will be included in the 

conference proceedings, to be distributed on the days of the 

conference.

http://www.egovonline.net/egovindia/abstractonline.asp

http://www.i4donline.net/indiantelecentreforum/abstractonline.asp

http://www.digitallearning.in/dlindia/abstractonline.asp

Contact Information

General Enquiry / Information Lipika Datta
lipika@csdms.in
+91-9871481708

Abstracts / Papers submission

egov India Prachi Shirur
prachi@csdms.in

Digital Learning India Sanjeev Srivastava
sanjeev@csdms.in

Indian Telecentre Forum Saswati Paik
saswati@i4donline.net

Registration Lipika Datta
lipika@csdms.in
+91-9871481708

Conference Fee

Conference Academics/Institution Govt. NGO’s Private Overseas

Delegates INR 3000 INR 4000 INR 5000 INR 7500 USD 300

Spot Registration INR 4000 INR 5000 INR 7500 INR 10000 USD 400

The Delegate Registration entitles the individual to participate in all technical sessions, workshops, keynotes and plenary sessions and social 

functions for all three/any Digital Learning India 2006, egov India 2006 & Indian Telecentre Forum 2006 conferences. It also includes: 

• Delegate Kit containing Abstract Volume, Writing Pad, Pen, etc. 

• Tea/Coffee break on all three days of Conference. 

• Lunch for all three days 

• All dinners as hosted by Digital Learning/ egov/ Indian Telecentre Forum 2006. 

• One year free subscription of any one of egov, Digital Learning & i4d magazine 



Conference Secretariat
Centre for Science, Development and Media 

Studies (CSDMS)

G-4, Sector 39, Noida - 201301, India 

Tel. : +91-120-2502181- 87, Fax: +91-120-2500060

Web: www.csdms.in Email: info@csdms.in

www.egovonline.net/egovindia

www.i4donline.net/indiantelecentreforum

www.digitalLEARNING.in/DLindia


